On Common Ground
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WHAT ARE THE

 The Common Core
State Standards initiative was a state-led
effort to establish a
shared set of clear
academic standards
for English Language
arts and Mathematics
that states may voluntarily adopt. The
standards have been
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At school, students will:







created based on the
best available evidence and the highest
state standards across
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READING-Literature and Informational

COMMON CORE STATE
STANDARDS(CCSS)?
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the country.
 The standards were

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from the text
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the
text, including its relationship to the characters,
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of
the text.
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
Analyze how differences in the points of view of
the characters and the audience or reader (e.g.,
created through the use of dramatic irony) create
such effects as suspense or humor.








Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on
themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such
as the Bible, including describing how the material
is rendered new.
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or
departs from the text or script, evaluating the
choices made by the director or actors.
Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
Analyze how a text makes connections among and
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

created by a group of
teachers, content
experts, school admin-

WRITING- Language, Speaking & Listening

istrators, and parents.
 The goal of the standards is to ensure that
students graduating
from high school are
prepared to go to
college or enter the
workforce and that
parents, teachers, and
students have a clear
understanding of what
is expected from
them.

At school, students will:








 The standards are also
benchmarked to international standards to
guarantee that students are competitive
in the emerging global
marketplace.





Write Informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.
With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce
and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as
to interact and collaborate with others.
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on
several sources and generating additional related,
focused questions.
Gather relevant information from multiple print and







digital sources, using search
terms effectively; assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation.
Draw evidence from literary or informational
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research
Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient
points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and wellchosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

HOME CONNECTION-How can I help my child?
Quiet workspace, check planners, homework
time, check online progress, communicate with
teachers, attend parent-teacher conf, curr. night
Adapted from www.ccsd.net/BCPS2012

