On Common Ground
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WHAT ARE THE

 The Common Core
State Standards initiative was a state-led
effort to establish a
shared set of clear
academic standards
for English Language
arts and Mathematics
that states may volun-
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READING-Literature and Informational

COMMON CORE STATE
STANDARDS(CCSS)?
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At school, students will:






tarily adopt. The
standards have been
created based on the
best available evidence and the highest
state standards across



the country.



 The standards were

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.
Analyze how particular elements of a story or
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or
section of a story or drama.
Analyze how a drama or poem’s form or structure
(e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning
Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the
points of view of different characters or narrators
in a text.







Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or
poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia
version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique
to each medium
Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a
time, place, or character and a historical account of
the same period as a means of understanding how
authors of fiction use or alter history.
Read and comprehend literature, including stories,
dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed
at the high end of the range.

created by a group of
teachers, content
experts, school admin-

WRITING- Language, Speaking & Listening

istrators, and parents.
 The goal of the standards is to ensure that
students graduating
from high school are
prepared to go to
college or enter the
workforce and that
parents, teachers, and
students have a clear

At school, students will:






understanding of what
is expected from
them.



 The standards are also
benchmarked to international standards to
guarantee that students are competitive
in the emerging global



Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.
With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce
and publish writing and link to and cite sources as
well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.











Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-onone,
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Analyze the main ideas and supporting details
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.
Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

marketplace.

HOME CONNECTION-How can I help my child?
Quiet workspace, check planners, homework
time, check online progress, communicate with
teachers, attend parent-teacher conf, curr. night
Adapted from www.ccsd.net/BCPS2012

